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II. Reports from the Einsatzgruppen and Einsatzkommandos  
 
Einsatzgruppe A. Sonderkommando 1a,  
 
Location T a l l i n n 1, reports:  

 
 

Jews in Estonia 
 

      
At the beginning of 1940 about 4,500 Jews were living in Estonia. About 1,900 to 2,000 
of them were living in Tallinn, larger Jewish communities were at Tartu, Narva, and 
Pärnu, while only few Jews were living out in the flat country.  

     The deportations carried out by the Russians, as far as they concerned Jews, cannot 
be established in numbers. According to inquiries made so far, Jewry had hardly been 
affected by them.2  

     With the advance of the German troops on Estonian territory, about half of the Jews 
made preparations for flight and, as these Jews had collaborated with the Soviet 
authorities, they left the country with them going east. Only few of them were seized in 
Tallinn because their escape route had been cut off. After the occupation of the country, 
there were probably still about 2,000 Jews left in the country.  

     The Estonian self-defense units, which had been formed when the Wehrmacht 
marched in, started immediately to arrest Jews. Spontaneous demonstrations against 
Jewry did not take place because there was no substantial enlightenment of the 
population.  

The following orders were therefore issued by us:  

1. The arrest of all male Jews over 16.  

2. The arrest of all Jewesses fit for work between the ages of 16 and 60 from Tallinn 
and vicinity, who were utilized to work in the peat bogs.  

3. Collective billeting of female Jewish residents of Tartu and vicinity in the synagogue 
and a tenement house in Tartu.  

4. Arrest of all male and female Jews fit for work in Pärnu and vicinity.  

5. Registration of all Jews according to age, sex, and fitness for work for the purpose of 
billeting them in a camp which is in the stage of preparation.  

                                                
1 In the original text Reval (Tallinn) and Dorpat (Tartu) 
2 About 10% of  all Estonian Jews were deported, more than of any other  nationality, incl. Estonians [MR] 



     Male Jews over 16, with the exception of physicians and the appointed Jewish 
elders, were executed by the Estonian self-defense units under supervision of the 
Sonderkommando. As for the town and country district of Tallinn, the action is still under 
way as the search for the Jewish hideouts has not yet been completed. The total 
number of Jews shot in Estonia is so far 440.  

     When these measures are completed, about 500 to 600 Jewesses and children will 
still be alive.  

     The village communities are already now free from Jews.  

     For the Jews residing at Tallinn and vicinity a camp is at present being prepared at 
Harku (District Tallinn), which after receiving the Jews from Tallinn is to be expanded to 
contain all Jews from Estonia. All Jewesses fit for work are employed with farm work 
and cutting of peat on the property of the nearby prison so that the questions of feeding 
and financing are solved.  

     As an immediate measure the following order was issued:  

1. Marking of all Jews over six with a yellow star, at least 10 cm. large to be attached on 
the left side of the breast and on the back;  

2. Prohibition to exercise a public trade;  

3. Prohibition to use sidewalks, public communications, and to frequent theaters, 
cinemas, and restaurants;  

4. Seizure of all Jewish property;  

5. Prohibition to attend schools.  

 


