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ESTABLISHED IN 2009, VIRTUAL SHTETL HAS 1,2 MILLION SESSIONS PER YEAR
75-80% ARE POLISH LANGUAGE USERS



MAIN UNITS: LIST OF TOWNS, GALLERY AND BIOGRAPHIES



EACH JEWISH COMMUNITY ARTICLE HAS A GPS LOCATION, HISTORIC 

AND CONTEMPORARY NAME, LOCAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

AND A DETAILED NAVIGATION PANEL



ARTICLES VERIFICATION BASED ON HISTORICAL SOURCES 



DESCRIPTIONS, MAPS AND GPS DATA



HERITAGE DOCUMENTATION. VERIFIED LOCATION IMPROVES ONLINE SEARCH 

VISIBILITY AND INFORMATION ACCESSIBILITY 



NEW DOCUMENTATION FORMS: DRONE PHOTOS. 
IN THE NEAR FUTURES OUR TEAM CONSIDERS TO USE LIDAR METHOD



BIOGRAPHY UNIT AND WIKIPEDIA COOPERATION



POTENTIAL OF WOMEN: ONLY 390 582 OUT OF 1 980 258 WIKIPEDIA 

BIOGRAPHIES ARE ABOUT WOMEN (19,72%, WORLDWIDE STATISTICS)



700 000 ORGANIC OUTREACH: 58 PUBLICATIONS BETWEEN JUNE-NOVEMBER 2024 

INCLUDING INSTAGRAM, TIKTOK, POLIN AND SHTETL FACEBOOK WEBSITES



REVISIONS AND UPGRADES

The shtetl should be understood as a tool organising a 
certain sphere of imaginations and social memory of 
the Jewish community. As this kind of abstract artefact, 
burdened with emotions and bearing a nostalgic 
longing, it should itself be an object of reflection rather 
than a category to order the study of Jewish history. It is 
a concept that does not stem from the complexities of 
Jewish history, but rather from the need of 
contemporary observers and amateurs of folklore 
stories, seeking a recipe for dealing with the difficult 
and not at all bright and optimistic past of this part of 
Europe in the mythologised layers of social imagery.

Prof. Artur Markowski

Mayer Kirshenblatt, "Jews in Opatow synagogue", ca. 1991.

https://sztetl.org.pl/en/biographies/5369-kirshenblatt-mayer
https://sztetl.org.pl/en/biographies/5369-kirshenblatt-mayer


AUDIENCE DEVELOPMENT UX AUDITS



THANK YOU!

A synagogue and a Jewish house in Tykocin, north-east Poland, 
2025, fot. A.Stawiński/POLIN Museum digital collection.
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